The Gaza assault in January 2009 and the recent attack on the Flotilla has opened public discussion about the legality of Israel's siege of Gaza. It was previously unimaginable that public statements would be made by American officials about the blockade. But Israel massacred 9 activists aboard the Mavi Marmara and the overwhelming public outrage has led to more criticism than the Israeli government has previously seen.
In the upcoming months plans are being finalized for another flotilla, more participants from dozens of countries and more boats than the last. We need to make this initiative count and continue to push Gaza into the spotlight.
A US boat will uniquely allow us to challenge the foreign policy of our own government. Many governments that were previously reluctant to take a stance on the issue of Gaza were dragged by their citizens because of participation in the Flotilla initiative. As Americans, our government has significant influence over policy on Palestine and we can force them to take a stance by organizing ourselves.
The reality for Gazans is that the blockade continues despite claims made by Israeli officials. Building materials, many medicines, food supplies, and hundreds of other items are being prohibited from entering Gaza. The siege has left Palestinians with no alternatives but to further rely on the fishing and farming industries and to collect materials from destroyed buildings and try to recycle them for new construction. 
But farming and fishing in Israel’s imposed ‘buffer zone’ are dangerous and have led to numerous deaths to date. Israeli armed forces continue to use live ammunition against Palestinians who farm or demonstrate in the 'buffer zone'. 
Between January and April 2010 alone, Israeli attacks in the 'buffer zone' injured 50 persons and killed 14¹. 
30% of Gaza's arable farmland, and some of its most fertile, lies within the 'buffer zone'.¹ As unemployment levels hover near 42% in Gaza and 60% of its 1.5 million residents lack food security,² this loss of land greatly exacerbates the humanitarian crisis. Farmers who attempt to work in the zone routinely face live fire, crop destruction, and occasional artillery fire. An additional 17% of farmland was destroyed in Israel's 2009-10 war of aggression,³ making 47% of Gaza's farmland now marginally usable. 
The 'buffer zone' has also reduced Gaza's fishing zones to 1-3 miles offshore. In the first four months of 2010, 19 naval attacks led to two shootings and three arrests, as well as numerous confiscations of fishing equipment. The narrow fishing zone, in which over 3,600 fishermen work daily, is gravely over-fished.¹
Gazans also venture into the 'buffer zone' to gather rubble and steel, at risk of being shot and/or abducted. Persons choosing to assume these risks do so as a result of the siege on Gaza which, along with Israel’s 23 day 2009-10 winter war, has decimated the economy. Prior to the brutal assault, 98% of industrial operations were already stagnant due to the blockade. The offensive then destroyed or severely damaged some 700 private businesses in just three weeks.³ Recycled construction materials are vital in Gaza where the Israeli-led, internationally-complicit siege has until quite recently banned all but approximately 35 categories of items from entering. During the war, over 6,00 homes were destroyed and 53,000 received lesser damage. Mosques, schools and hospitals were also damaged and destroyed. Between the end of the war and May 2010, a monthly average of four trucks reached Gaza with construction materials, less than 0.05% of the pre-siege levels.³
In the past twelve months, at least 220 Israeli attacks have been carried out, with 116 coming since the beginning of 2010.¹ 
¹ PCHR Fact Sheet: The Buffer Zone in the Gaza Strip (http://www.pchrgaza.org/facts/factsheet-bufferzone-2.pdf)
² PCHR Fact Sheet: The Illegal Closure of the Gaza Strip (http://www.pchrgaza.org/facts/factsheet-closure.pdf)
³ Failing Gaza: No rebuilding, no recovery, no more excuses (http://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.oxfam.org/files/failing-gaza-no%20rebuilding-no-recovery-no-more-excuses.pdf)
Gaza is under siege by air, land and water.
Further information:
Free Gaza Movement: http

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.freegaza.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE6mSt3VlhtPSsWn2I0HgAt1FZU9A"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.freegaza.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE6mSt3VlhtPSsWn2I0HgAt1FZU9A"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.freegaza.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE6mSt3VlhtPSsWn2I0HgAt1FZU9A".

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.freegaza.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE6mSt3VlhtPSsWn2I0HgAt1FZU9A"freegaza

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.freegaza.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE6mSt3VlhtPSsWn2I0HgAt1FZU9A".

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.freegaza.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE6mSt3VlhtPSsWn2I0HgAt1FZU9A"org

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.freegaza.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE6mSt3VlhtPSsWn2I0HgAt1FZU9A"/
US Boat to Gaza: http

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fustogaza.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHmmr1WMWGyt0jK9nol6OpGvljFEg"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fustogaza.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHmmr1WMWGyt0jK9nol6OpGvljFEg"ustogaza

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fustogaza.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHmmr1WMWGyt0jK9nol6OpGvljFEg".

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fustogaza.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHmmr1WMWGyt0jK9nol6OpGvljFEg"org

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fustogaza.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHmmr1WMWGyt0jK9nol6OpGvljFEg"/
Freedom Flotilla: http

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fgazaflotilla.delegitimize.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHb09QRoZdAieTYAlkDgF7BU6716g"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fgazaflotilla.delegitimize.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHb09QRoZdAieTYAlkDgF7BU6716g"gazaflotilla

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fgazaflotilla.delegitimize.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHb09QRoZdAieTYAlkDgF7BU6716g".

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fgazaflotilla.delegitimize.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHb09QRoZdAieTYAlkDgF7BU6716g"delegitimize

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fgazaflotilla.delegitimize.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHb09QRoZdAieTYAlkDgF7BU6716g".

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fgazaflotilla.delegitimize.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHb09QRoZdAieTYAlkDgF7BU6716g"com

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fgazaflotilla.delegitimize.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHb09QRoZdAieTYAlkDgF7BU6716g"/
Palestinian Center for Human Rights, Gaza: http

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pchrgaza.org%2Fportal%2Fen%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGry8iPYaNjVHVKOxjX_hrGQbZILw"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pchrgaza.org%2Fportal%2Fen%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGry8iPYaNjVHVKOxjX_hrGQbZILw"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pchrgaza.org%2Fportal%2Fen%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGry8iPYaNjVHVKOxjX_hrGQbZILw".

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pchrgaza.org%2Fportal%2Fen%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGry8iPYaNjVHVKOxjX_hrGQbZILw"pchrgaza

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pchrgaza.org%2Fportal%2Fen%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGry8iPYaNjVHVKOxjX_hrGQbZILw".

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pchrgaza.org%2Fportal%2Fen%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGry8iPYaNjVHVKOxjX_hrGQbZILw"org

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pchrgaza.org%2Fportal%2Fen%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGry8iPYaNjVHVKOxjX_hrGQbZILw"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pchrgaza.org%2Fportal%2Fen%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGry8iPYaNjVHVKOxjX_hrGQbZILw"portal

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pchrgaza.org%2Fportal%2Fen%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGry8iPYaNjVHVKOxjX_hrGQbZILw"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pchrgaza.org%2Fportal%2Fen%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGry8iPYaNjVHVKOxjX_hrGQbZILw"en

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pchrgaza.org%2Fportal%2Fen%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGry8iPYaNjVHVKOxjX_hrGQbZILw"/
Fishing Under Fire, http://www.fishingunderfire.blogspot.com/
Farming Under Fire, http://farmingunderfire.blogspot.com/
